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REMAEKS A 
C/a/ms 1 to 41 ara currently pending in the case. The Ap^ants have ^encieci 
Claims ? 7a d 30 .0 particularly point out and distinctly Calm the sut^Ject rnan^ that the 

h«/fe„ed (o to due T7,a Xpp/icanK s(mng/y DeJfeve thai me P«sem /Amendments u'ton 
X to jHeme,*e. Oave ptaced tt,e p«sent app'/cattpn tn cond,t,on to. 
*..ance. Accetd/n* t/me(K and tavc^We actton is resp^Ctully requeued. 

^^'^'T^^^^^^r ... 3S use .... .o.d pa^otap. 
a. a« JXt^" nde.«e tot «ng .o pan,=u,ar,y poln. ou. and dis.ino.ly Cain, .he .^e^ 

Appiican,. re^rd as ,he inven«on. Spec„i=a„y, me ~ 
L Claim 31 from v»hioh *.e balanoe of *e reieoted claims ul.,ma.ely depend, reoKes me 
1 ".h Miunc ingredients,- for wHlo. insuffl^en. anfeceden. basis purportedly 
rtaminer-s a«en.ion is respeo«ully direoled ,o .he -Amendmente- seo.,on of .he , s«n, 
I^neMnTwIh .he Applioanls have amended tt.e aforemenHoned olalm only .o obv.a.e .he 
Exal .s re^on in ligh. o, .he App,ioan.s. amendmen.s, reoonsidera.,on and 
^ZZJo, L re,ec«on ,o Claims 31 .0 37 under 35 USC 1112, seoond paragraph, are 
respectfully requested. 

p,„„ "r"^ ' nrfnr.M^-»r .,r,PWdyOT ,3 33 35 ,o 37 under 35 

The Examiner has rejected Claims 1 to 9, 11, i-:. <:» lo 
USC § 102(b) as allegedly being an.loipa.ed by Lonza Ltd (hereinafter Lonza V 
SpLlca y i Examine! asserte .ha. Lonza teaches a composmon for Keeping lowers 
"e" srcomposition comprising glucose and succinate as an energy source, qua eman, 
ammo "um as .ugnidde, succinic acid and c«rlc acid as a buHer and add«,ona -flredien s^ 
The Examinees at.en.ion Is respectfully directed to the -Amendments- section o he 
instant paper in which me Applicant have amended Claim 1 , from which me balance o .he 
:rve-Zd aims ul.ima.eV depend, and only .0 obvia.e .he Examiner's r^e«,on. 
s7ecifically, .he Applicants have amended Claim 1 wim me subiec. °; 
which .he Applicants have now cancelled, y ^mo't pre,^*'^^ - ° '"^^ P'^f ™ 

rmendments the Applicants respectfully submit and s.rongly urge .ha. Lonza fails to 

. oompoln .or com^nmg pla. and flower mois.ure ..nspir^on 
ra.es comprising each and every elemen, of the present claims, as amended. Specto "y^ 
he Applican.s submi., and me Examiner does no. dispute, that Lonza tails to tea h the 
per n.miorobials now recited by amended C^im 1. Accordingly. ' e APp - t= 
respecmiily request reconsidera«on and wKhdrawai of me reieCon .0 Claims 1 ,0 9. 1 1 . 12, 
28 to 33 and 35 to 37 und r 35 USC § 102(b). 
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^^,nH^ ,,nd«r 37 CFR M or ■ I'M Inventyrsfflp cFR « 1 56 to 

Ths Examiner has advised the Applicants of thslr obl,gat,ons under 37 CFR § 1 ^56 to 

point out the inventor and Inventlv dates o. each claim that was not *! 

L a later invention was made in order .or the Examln r ,0 oons,der '^-PP -^'"^ °! 

use § 103(c). The Applicants duly thanK th Examiner .or reminding them o the. 
oh'^a ons nde, 37 CFR S 1.56. However, the Ap^icants respectfully -^'-^J^^ 
Examiner that all o. the claims currently pending In the present application were commonly 
ZZ . the time o. .illng the present app.lca«on and remain commonly owned a. . e .me 
o. .iimg the instant response. Thus, the Applicants request that the Examiner — '^^ 
rppllcability o. 35 use § 103 In me present application In the context o. continued common 
ownership of all claims currently pending. 

The Examiner has rejected Claims 1,2, 11 to 18. 31 and 34 under 35 USC § 103(a 
as allegedly obvious over Lonza In view 0. Doi et al (hereinafter "DoT) In view o. Forssard e 
a (herSer "FrossardT SpecLicaily, the Examiner asserts that Lonza teach the use o 
drerwocides in .loral preservatives such as quaternary ammonium and .ungicide, but 
L* r.ails .0 teach the use o. sucrose. The Examiner has thus aftempted to mo ,^ *e 
Losure o. Lonza with that o. Ool, which purportedly discloses a process ^-"^^tl 
post-harvest life o, cut .lowers and pn^moting bud opening by adding suc«.se .0 a 
Tullry ammonium solution, and Frossard, which allegedly teaches a liquid med,um 
u !1 ,or conserving cut .lowers containing nutrients, bloddes, and dtrlc add to — the 
pH o. me solution between 4 and 4.5. The Applicants respectfully disagree with the .ind.ng 

°'"'^ine.s atfention Is di^ed to the ••Amendments" section o, the instant 
paper In which the Applicants have amended Claim 1, from which the balance of the 
aorementloned claims ultimately depend, only to obviate tf,e Examiner's re,ec ,on. 
SpTcLlly the Applicants have amended Claim 1 with the subfect maner o, ong.na. Claim 
!o "t^h has now been cancelled, mmsm^^ «9h. of the present amendments^ 
le Applicants respectfully subm« that Lonza In vie of Doi In view of Frossard neither teach 
Z Cug est a vasLdded compos«lon ,or contfoliing plant and flower moisture transpire »n 
rates comprising .he speClc anUmicroblals now redted ^JJ .^'^J;,- " ^ 
Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the relectlon to Claims 1 , 2, 1 1 to 18. 31 and 
34 under 35 USC § 103(a) are respectfully requested. 

The Examiner has further rejected claims 1, 10, 19 to 21 , 31 and 38 to 41 under 35 
USC S 103(a) as allegedly obvious over Lonza in view of Uw ('^^'^'^f^' ^^"'>^ 
Spedfically, the Examiner asserts that it would have been obvious to mod,.y -^^m 
Lonza by adding tf,e isothlazolone antimicrobials 0. Law to tfte quaternary ammon,um 
compounds disclosed ttterein. The Applicants respectfully disagree with th ^'^'"^^ 
finding of obviousness. The Applicants wish .0 direct the Examiner's attenfon to the 
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"Amendments" section of present communication, in whic^e Applicants have 
amended Claim 1 . from which the balance of the rejected claims ultimately depend, only to 
obviate the Examiner's rejection. In light of the present amendments, the Applicants 
respectfully submit and strongly urge to the Examiner that Lonza in view of Law neither 
teach nor suggest each and every element of the pending claims, as amended. Accordingly, 
the Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection to Claims 
1 , 1 0. 1 9 to 21 . 31 and 38 to 41 under 35 USC § 1 03(a). 

^.i.ntinn undBr / '^r. S mafB) o ^-^r / r.n.. in vtetv oi I m in view of LonqlBy and Frpssard 
The Examiner has rejected Claims 22. 23 and 25 to 30 under 35 USC § 103(a) as 
allegedly being unpatentable over Lonza in view of Law as applied to Claims 1 . 1 0. 1 9 to 21 . 
31 and 38 to 41 above, in further view of Longely and Frossard. Specifically, the Examiner 
asserts that it would have been obvious to modify the method of Lonza in view of Law by 
adding 1 .2.benzisothiazolin-3-one antimicrobial to the quaternary compounds of Longley 
and to maintain a low pH. as purportedly taught by Frossard. The Applicants respectfully 
disagree with the Examiner's finding of obviousness. 

The Applicants wish to direct the Examiner's attention to the "Amendments section 
of the instant paper, in which the Applicants have amended Claim 19. from which the 
balance of the rejected claims ultimately depend, only to obviate the Examiner's rejection 
specifically, the Applicants have cancelled Claims 20 and 21. without preiudice . in favor of 
incorporation of the subject matter disclosed therein into amended Claim 19. In light of the 
present amendments, the Applicants respectfully submit and strongly urge that Lonza in 
View of Law in further view of Longely and Frossard neither teach nor suggest each and 
every element of the pending claims as amended and specifically the precise forms of the 
subject antimicrobial now recited in amended Claim 19. Accordingly, the Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection to Claims 22. 23 and 25 
to 30 under 35 USC § 103(a). 

...... nc^n s in,r.) over / on., in view of Mi. ionrM^y and Frossard. in 

furthar view o f Philnf:noh-Hadas 

The Examiner has rejected Claim 24 under 35 USC § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Lonza in view of Law. Longley and Frossard as applied to claims 22. 23 
and 25-30 in further view of Philosoph-Hadas et al (hereinafter "Philosoph"). Specifically, 
the Examiner asserts that it would have been obvious to modify the method of Lonza .n view 
of Law Longley and Frossard by adding the calcium sequestrant of Philosoph to control the 
bending of the stem of cut flowers. The Applicants respectfully disagree with the Examiner s 

finding of obviousness. 

The Applicants direct the Examiner's attention to the "Amendments" section of the 
instant paper, in which the Applicants have amended Claim 19. from which Claim 24 directly 
depends, only to obviate the Examinees rejection. In light of the present amendments, the 
Applicants respectfully submit and strongly urge that Lonza in view of Law. Longley and 
Frossard in further view of Philosoph neither teach nor suggest each and every limitation of 
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nr.. nt Claim 24 as ameA. Specifically, the references fail ^ach or suggest an 
request reoons,de«.ion and wimdrawal o. ,he rej c«on .o Claim 24 unde, 36 USC § 1 03(a). 
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rnNCLUSION 

A„aohed hereto a, * conclusion o, *,s co-nn,un^«on ,s a ;y-icn Wim J^r^g. 
TO Show Changes Made." Applicants have made an earn st effort to place the present 
Ilairrn c^d^n .or ai~. WHEREFORE, ent^ o. *e amendments prov,ded 
ZZ^. r^hsideratlon of the claims as ar^nded in light o. the RemarHs prc^K. * 
Ihdrawal o, the Cairns reiectlons, and allowance o. Claims , to 41. as amended a e 
Zectfully requested, in ,he event that Issues remain prior to allowance of «,e noted 

Tms len the E^miner is invited to call Applicants' undersigned attorney to d,scuss any 

remaining issues. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mark WilliM^i^ Hamerslcy. et al. 



By 




Frank Taffy, Esq. 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 52,270 
(513)634-9315 



Customer No. 27752 

03 February 2003 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

79l4-OAl.doc 
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wcocnM M/."-^-""--' SHOW CHANGE^ypE 

(Onoa Amended) A co^osWon .or controlling plan, and .lower moisture transpiration. 

said composition comprising: 

a) from about 0.5% by weiglit. of a source of energy; 

b) from about 0.05 % by weight, of one or more antimicrobials; 
from aly»i 't 0-98% by '"'''qht. of a buffer and 
de) the balance carriers and adjunct ingredients 

.ntim ^-^-w,., c...nt.d from the nronp consisting of 7-mPthyl-4-isothiazolin-3: 
^^^^ ..■^hi^rn-p-m»thv1-4-is^ thi;,7nlin-a-one and mixtures thereof . 
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A uu.npuuliu.. ..n-n r di ng t o rh h n 1 ..l-. or ni n rnid nH l i niiuuL i ..! i i i n l nr t nrl fr o m th o 

y . u u M uu n tlLlin u o f ^ m n thy l 1 i .uU .i a^uli n ? n n n , R .h l uiu Ih yl 1 i rn th n^nl. n 9 - 

ono, and mixturoc thoroof . 

19. (Once Amended) An aqueous composition for controlling plant and flower moisture 
transpiration, said composition comprising: 
a) from about 0.1 % by weight, of a source of energy: 

from about 1 ppm by weight, of an antimicrobial system, said system 

comprising: 

i) from 1% to 99% by weight, of said system, of one or more 
isothiazolone antimicrobials; 

from 1% to 99% by weight, of said system, of one or more 
antimicrobials having the fomnula: 



b) 



ii) 



r2 



wherein and are each independently Ca-C^o linear or branched 
alkyi, benzyl, and mixtures thereof; R^ and R* are each independently 
C,-C4 alkyl. and mixtures thereof; X is an anion of sufficient charge to 
provide electronic neutrality; 

c) from about 1 0 ppm by weight, of a buffer; and 

d) the balance carriers and adjunct ingredients^ 

...K.H.n in .t least o ^. .ntiminrohi.l. R^ and R^- are each C. ^ .ik yi- or ono of R^ and is a 
mlyture of n-n ik yl units: or of R^ or R^ >s benzyl. 

a o. AGompoc i t iun a LOord ing t n Ph i ... 10 y ^hom i n n tl nnr .l unu a niin. i i m l i i il rn m r ri rn r 
and-R^ ' - ^ r o oach Cu a l kyl; R* -^tf^' ^ '^ ^- t ^ '' ^ "hl n rinor 
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i t oompricoo 

31. (Once Amended) A non-liquld oomposiUon for conm>lllng plan, and flower moisUre 
transpiration, said composition comprising: 

a) from about 75% by weight, of a source of energy; 

b) from about 0.05% by weight, of one or more antimicrobials: 

c) from about 0.01 % by weight, of a buffer; and 

d) tb« ^ne or more a djunct ingredients. 
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